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President’s Message –
A new year is upon us, and most of us think about new directions, and that long list of
ambitious resolutions from last year.
I’d like to propose that your lake or watershed group consider a new project - hosting
the NALMS International Symposium. Symposia are already being organized for 2012
and 2013, but NALMS would like to receive proposals for the following years.
I’ve helped organize two of these symposia, first as Program Co-chair for the
symposium at the Banff Springs Hotel in 1998, and then as Conference Chair at
Chateau Lake Louise in 2008. Working on these two events was one of the smartest
decisions I’ve ever made, and very enjoyable. You greatly expand your professional
network and meet the leaders in various fields, hone your project management skills,
and learn a great deal about lake and watershed management. There are other benefits
to your society and to NALMS that are too numerous to mention here.
Normally a group begins the process of hosting the symposium by submitting a written
proposal, which is reviewed by the NALMS Conference Advisory Committee and Board
of Directors. For the proposal you will need to have a conference chair(s) and some
names for other key roles. My experience has been that a major conference like this
requires at least a year and a half to organize, and some functions must start about two
years in advance. Preparations for NALMS2008 started four years before the
symposium. The more time you allow, the better the symposium.
Contact the Chair of the Conference
Advisory Committee, Jeff Schloss
(jeff.schloss@unh.edu), for details on
submitting a proposal, to confirm which
years are currently available, and to
ask any questions.

Al Sosiak
President - NALMS
Al.Sosiak@telus.net

WITHIN NALMS
Membership in Motion – Greg Arenz
Well, I hope the New Year has started off great for you all!
It’s been an eventful beginning of the year for me. My wife
and I welcomed our first child, Sullivan, to the world on
Christmas Day. Since then we’ve been busy honing our
diaper changing skills, learning what all the squeaks and
gurgles mean, and trying to catch up on sleep whenever
possible. Here’s a picture of our little “Sully” waving or
perhaps high-fiving all of you for your lake management
efforts.
While I was fortunate to be able to take some time off,
membership efforts at NALMS continued during my time
away. Today we are still working to finalize some of 2011’s
initiatives including our most recent renewal period for
memberships that expired on December 31, 2011. So far we
have 235 new and renewing members during this period but
we are still working on getting a number of members renewed. I look forward to
reporting the final results in next month’s issue of NALMS Notes.
Until then I’d like to recognize all of the new and renewed NALMS members from this
period. Thanks to all of you for your support of NALMS and our lakes!
New NALMS Individual Members:
Douglas Galvas, Matt Ladewig, Brooke Landry, Mark Lewandowski, Richard Losee, Dr.
Clelia Luisa Marti, Ryan McCaw, Matt Pierce, Arthur Prest, Roxane Tremblay, John
Valkusky, Maxine Verteramo, Tom Wilcox, Jason Williams, Jeremy Williamson
Renewing NALMS Individual Members:
Brandon Albrecht, Michael Anderson, Darrel Andrews, Paul Ash, Timothy Asplund,
Howard Austin, Marilyn Bachmann, Dave Barney, Chris Beaty, Maggie Bell-McKinnon,
Ernie Benoit, Joe Bischoff, Joe Bondra, Janet Bowers, Mark Brenner, Michael Brett,
Dan Brill, Karl Bruun, Thomas Buckowski, JoAnn Burkholder, Frank Burns, John Burrell,
Larry Butler, Jim Cadwell, Steven Canton, C. Edward Carney, David Casaletto, Chad
Cason, Victor Castro, Janie Civille, Bev Clark, Nicolas Clercin, Jacquie Colburn, Steven
Colvin, Louise Conley, John Cortell, David Cowling, Lynette Crighton, James
Darlington, Julie Davis, Paul Davis, Thomas Day, Cameron Deacoff, Mike Deas, Wendy
Dennis, Carolyn Dindorf, Deanna Doohaluk, Harold Draper, Charles Druckrey, Jim
Dugan, Roger Edwards, Elisabeth Elder, Harold Ellis, Bruce Ellis, William Eykamp,
Mary Fales, Vicki Faulkner, Maurice Fenton, Dennis Fisher, Greg Foust, Steve Frank,
Neil Gerber, Jeroen Gerritsen, Thomas Gibbins, Harry Gibbons, Maribeth Gibbons, Paul
Gray, Linda Green, Marta Griffith, Jerry Guajardo, Tera Guetter, Randy Gustafson,
Dennis Haag, David Halliwell, Brenda Hann, Imad Hannoun, Willard Harman, Ron Hart,
Mark Heilman, Margaret Herder, Elizabeth Herron, Amy Hetherington, Al Huefner, Neil
Hutchinson, Richard James, Lorraine Janus, Connie Jarvis, Victor Johnson, Cathy

Johnson, Malcolm Johnson III, William Jones, Jack Jones, Jacob Kann, Hamish Kassa,
Thomas Kelly, Robert Kennedy, Donald Keppel, Mike Kinney, Julie Kinzelman, George
Knoecklein, Larry Kovar, Donald Kretchmer, Rebecca Krogman, Tom Krueger, Sandy
Kubillus, Peter Kurtz, Steve La Mere, Jim Lanier, John Lehman, Paul Lewis, William
Logan, Paola Lombardo, Tina Lundell, Ken Madison, John Madsen, John Magnuson,
Laurel Mann, John Marchese, Renee Martin, Chris Mayne, Steve McComas, Stephen
McCord, Jack Mclaughlin, Rich Meade, Keith Mierzwa, Christopher Mikolajczyk – CLM,
Sue Miller, Sean Miller, David Mitchell, William Monagle, Barry Moore, Elizabeth Moran,
Bob Morgan, Darby Nelson, Daniel Neron, Raymond Newman, Robert Nichols, Michelle
Nicol, Karen & Richard Norlin, Gertrud Nurnberg, Neal O'Reilly, Milt Ostrofsky, Andrew
Paterson, Chris Perrin, Michael Perry, Lynn Persson, James Petta, Edward Phlips,
Frances Pick, Donald Pierson, Sarah Powers, Al Preston, Beth Proctor, Keith Rains,
Stephen Randtke, Dana Rizzo, Elizabeth Rodgers, Alice Rojko Lopes, David Rosenthal,
Lynn Rushing, Carolyn Ruttan, Ilkka Sammalkorpi, Orlando Sarnelle, Elizabeth
Scheessele, Annette Schloss, Nancy Schuldt, Sandra Scott, Brian Scully, Angela
Shambaugh, Patrick Simmsgeiger, Mark Simpson, Tom Skelly, Tim Slaney, Amy
Smagula, Eric Smeltzer, Daniel Smith, Gerald Smith, David Soballe, Patricia Soranno,
Al Sosiak, Jeffrey Spence, Nathan Stone, Kathryn Tackley, Jack Tatum, William Taylor,
Kent Thornton, Robert Tillotson, Kevin Tucker, Gerrit Verschuur, C. Russell Wagner,
Jeff Walker, Jeff Ward, Neville Ward, Charles Welling, Dennis Westhoff, Sarah
Wheeler, Frank Wilhelm, Ryszard Wisniewski, Dave Wright, Tom Zagar, Cory Zickert,
Dennis Zimmerman, Rob Zisette
Renewing NALMS Organizational Members:
Allied Biological, Inc., Apple Canyon Lake P.O.A., Aquarius Systems, Aquatic Weed
Technology, Bio-Limo Research & Consulting, Inc., Biosonics, Brant Lake Foundation,
Inc., Camp and Center Lakes Rehabilitation District, Highland Lake Watershed
Association, Illinois Lake Management Association (ILMA), Michigan Chapter Of
NALMS, MLCA & WAG, NE Interstate Water Pollution Control Commission, Oklahoma
Department of Environmental Quality, PhycoTech, Inc., Sweetwater Technology – Div.
of TeeMark Corp., UW Extension - Lakes

Finally, I want to highlight a NALMS Membership Benefit of which you may not be
aware. Through the NALMS/Taylor & Francis partnership, which brings many of you the
Lake and Reservoir Management Journal, NALMS is able to offer all individual
Professional, Lake Leader, Student and Emeritus members an additional gratis journal
subscription each year.
NALMS members can choose from one of the following publications for free:










Aquatic Ecosystem Health and Management
Coastal Management
Critical Reviews in Environmental Science and Technology
European Journal of Phycology
International Journal of Environmental Studies
International Journal of Water Resources Development
Journal of Environmental Policy and Planning
Journal of Land Use Science
Reviews in Fisheries Science



Society and Natural Resources

To take advantage of this offer, NALMS members should email me at
garenz@nalms.org with the title of the journal they are interested in and a current email
address where Taylor & Francis can send an access code.
Please, don’t hesitate to take advantage of all your membership benefits! And as
always, if you have any questions or concerns about your membership, please contact
me at 608-233-2836.
Greg Arenz
Membership Services Coordinator
garenz@nalms.org

NALMS Office Notes
This is the time of year I would normally be
bringing my ice skates down from the attic
for 6 weeks or so of improving my admittedly
poor skating skills at the local park. I’m
beginning to think that might not happen this
winter. The local skating ponds opened for
the first time this winter for a couple of days
this week, but they’re all closed now due to
high temperatures that have been up to 25°
above normal. Above freezing temperatures
have been the norm so far this winter with
only brief glimpses of a typical Madison,
Wisconsin winter. We hit 51° yesterday with
another 50° day forecast for today. My snow blower has yet to leave the garage and it
doesn’t look like it’s going to see any action anytime soon. Winters like this do make my
daily 3-block walk to our post office box a little more pleasant, though!
There will be quite a bit of activity here this month. By the time you get this newsletter,
registration for the Eighth National Monitoring Conference in Portland, Oregon (April 30
– May 4) should be open. This is the 3rd time that NALMS has helped organize this
biennial conference sponsored by the National Water Quality Monitoring Council.
NALMS is a member of the Council which is co-chaired by the US Geological Survey
and the US Environmental Protection Agency and includes representative of federal,
state, interstate, tribal, local, and municipal governments; watershed and environmental
groups; the volunteer monitoring community; universities; and the private sector. We
had 950 attendees at the 2010 conference in Denver and for the 2012 conference we’ve
already set a new record for the number of abstracts submitted.
Speaking of abstracts, the Call for Papers for the 2012 NALMS Symposium here in
balmy Madison, Wisconsin (November 7 – 9) will be out at the end of January. With
much of the same local planning committee from the 2001 and 2005 Madison
conferences, this will, I’m sure, be another stellar program. The 2005 conference kickstarted a lot of local discussion and efforts to improve the condition of the Madison-area
lakes and this will be a good chance to check in on the progress that’s been made and

look toward future efforts. Of course, the conference won’t be only about Madison. The
host committee is planning a program that encompasses a wide array of regional,
national and international lake issues.
Until next month,

Philip Forsberg
Program Manager

UPCOMING CONFERENCES & EVENTS

2012 Aquatic Weed Control Short Course!
Mark your calendar and plan to take part in the 2012 Aquatic Weed Short Course to be
held May 7-10, 2012 at the Coral Springs Marriott Hotel, Golf Club, and Convention
Center in Coral Springs, FL.
www.conference.ifas.ufl.edu/aw

LAKE NEWS & INFORMATION
Michigan: Scientists Will Chase Invading Fish With Cannon
Source: The New York Times; National Briefing-Midwest - By THE ASSOCIATED
PRESS. Published: December 30, 2011
Scientists are trying to discern whether an underwater cannon can protect valuable fish
in the Great Lakes from the round goby, a predator that lurks near spawning beds and
gobbles up the eggs of lake trout and whitefish. Biologists plan to use a seismic gun
next fall to chase the predatory fish from several Lake Michigan reefs. Researchers
hope the gobies will stay away long enough for native fish to hatch and escape. The
experiment is part of the increasingly sophisticated war against invasive animals and
plants that costs the nation’s economy billions of dollars each year.
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/12/31/us/michigan-scientists-will-chase-invading-fishwith-cannon.html?_r=2

Algae in Lake Reaches Cautionary Levels
Source: Lake Stevens Journal - Published on Tue, Jan 3, 2012 by JOURNAL STAFF
Snohomish County Surface Water Management
(SWM) recently found potentially toxic blue-green
algae in Lake Stevens, prompting the posting of
cautionary signs at boat launches and public areas
around the lake. The bloom of algae was reported
by citizens and samples were taken from the
northwest shore and the Wyatt Park boat launch for
testing. Testing results show that the liver toxin
microcystin, which can sicken people and animals,
has exceeded the State’s recreational guideline of 6
parts per billion. This is the first time high levels of
toxins were found at Lake Stevens even though the
lake was tested for toxins throughout the summer
and fall.
The County and City, in coordination with the
Snohomish Health District, has posted Caution signs
at the public access areas of the lake. The signs
warn the public not to swim in the lake, drink the
water, to keep pets away from the water, to clean
fish well, and to avoid areas with algae when
boating...http://www.lakestevensjournal.com/news/ar
ticle.exm/2012-0103_algae_in_lake_reaches_cautionary_levels

'Judas fish' to Help Kill Lake Trout, Save Cutthroat Transmitters Could Lead Biologists to Spawning Beds in
Yellowstone Lake
Source: Jackson Hole News and Guide by Cory Hatch, Jackson Hole, Wyo.
January 4, 2012
Lake trout equipped with transmitters could betray their kin this summer as
conservationists and Park Service officials escalate efforts to eradicate the species from
Yellowstone Lake.
Biologists hope these so-called ‘Judas fish’ will lead them to spawning beds, where new
techniques will be used to destroy mackinaw eggs and young.
The non-native lake trout were illegally introduced to Yellowstone Lake sometime in the
mid-1980s and gained a foothold by 1994. The predatory species eats Yellowstone
cutthroat trout, and spawning populations of the native fish have plummeted 99
percent...
http://www.jhnewsandguide.com/article.php?art_id=8103

New Delta Invader,
Waterways, Pumps

Spongeplant,

Threatens

to

Clog

Source: Contra Costa Times - By Mike Taugher
Posted: 12/21/2011 05:44:02 AM PST
Updated: 12/21/2011 08:04:22 AM PST
An invasive weed just now taking hold in the Delta could clog water delivery pumps and
marinas on a scale never seen here, and state officials say they are nearly hamstrung in
trying to deal with it. Few have even heard of the new threat, South American
spongeplant, because it has been found only recently and in just a few places, all in
California.
But what they have seen so far has alarmed experts. "Your jaw drops at what's going to
happen," said Lars Anderson, a weed scientist at the U.S. Department of Agriculture's
agricultural research service. "The weeds don't stop." Anderson and other experts say
that if it is not controlled or eradicated, spongeplant could become a bigger problem
than water hyacinth, one of the world's most troublesome water weeds. The state
spends more than $2 million a year to control the hyacinths, established in the Delta for
several decades, so water delivery pumps can work and boats can move about...
http://www.mercurynews.com/breaking-news/ci_19587154aa

Shipwreck Near Sheboygan Named to National Register
Source: Sheboyganpress.com 9:02 PM, Dec. 27, 2011 Written by Dan Benson
A ship lying on the Lake Michigan
floor seven miles northeast of
Sheboygan — and considered one of
the best preserved of any Great Lakes
shipwreck – has been named to the
National Register of Historic Places.
The canaller Walter B. Allen, which
sank in a storm in April 1880, lies
upright and intact in about 170 feet of
water and is remarkably well
preserved, experts say.
"This ship is remarkably intact. It's one
of the best preserved in Lake
Michigan," said Jim Draeger, deputy state historic preservation officer at the Wisconsin
Historical Society in Madison...
Divers inspect the Walter B. Allen, which lies in about 170 feet of Lake Michigan, seven
miles northeast of Sheboygan. Submitted photo
http://www.sheboyganpress.com/article/20111228/SHE0101/112280424/Shipwrecknear-Sheboygan-named-National-Register?odyssey=tab|topnews|text|FRONTPAGE

Denver's Famous
Construction

Waterlilies

Exposed

During

Park

Source: The Denver Post - By Jeremy P. Meyer, Posted: 01/02/2012 01:00:00 AM MST
Denver is famous for many a splendid thing — 300 days of
sunshine, the picturesque Rocky Mountain foothills and, of
course, the Broncos.
Few realize the city also is known in water-gardening circles
for being home to a special pair of waterlilies now facing a
questionable fate.
The Denver Delight and Bea Taplin waterlilies, with their floating leaves and pink and
white flowers have thrived for more than a half-century in Berkeley Lake in northwest
Denver.
The city this year drained the lake in a construction project that will improve drainage —
part of a $3 million bond-funded project at the city park to be completed next summer.
Some plant enthusiasts, however, worry the hardy lilies won't survive…
http://www.denverpost.com/news/ci_19658603#

Dillon Gets Top Honors in Clean Marinas Program
Source: Summit Daily News. December, 23 2011 1:25 pm
The Dillon Marina has just received top honors by the Colorado Marina Association with
its certification award in the Colorado Clean Marinas Program. In what was called “a
first for the state” by CMA director Paul Clukies, Dillon's marina had a score of 100
percent on all criteria to be certified in the program.
The Clean Marina Initiative is a voluntary, incentive-based program promoted by the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and others that encourage marina
operators and recreational boaters to protect boating water quality by engaging in
environmentally sound operating and maintenance procedures. Marinas that participate
in the program are recognized for their environmental stewardship.
To receive certification, a marina has to meet the program's rigorous criteria and must
adhere to a set of ongoing standards and requirements. These standards reflect best
management practices for minimizing the environmental impact of boating and marina
operations.
http://www.summitdaily.com/article/20111224/NEWS/111229915/1078&ParentProfile=1
055

'Don't Be a Fool! Pick Up Your Poo!'
Source: Journal of Water Resource and Protection, Vol.3,No.12, Dec 2011
From the YouTube entry:
The Russian River Watershed Association (California) sponsors a video contest for
high school students each spring in celebration of Water Awareness Month. The intent
of the contest is to increase awareness of the importance of water. The focus topic for
the 2011 contest was "Clean Up Your Pet Waste." The winner of the contest is Don't
Be a Fool! Pick Up Your Poo! by Ryan Yanes, Rancho Cotate High School.
http://aquadoc.typepad.com/waterwired/2011/12/dont-be-a-fool-pick-up-your-poo.html

Satellites Find Supply Falling Mostly Due to Agriculture
Source: ScienceNews - By Devin Powell Jan 14, 2012; Vol.181 #1(p.5)
SAN FRANCISCO --- Groundwater levels have dropped in many places across the
globe over the past nine years, a pair of gravity-monitoring satellites finds. This trend
raises concerns that farmers are pumping too much water out of the ground in dry
regions.

Water has been disappearing beneath southern Argentina, western Australia and
stretches of the United States. The decline is especially pronounced in parts of
California, India, the Middle East and China, where expanding agriculture has increased
water demand.
"Groundwater is being depleted at a rapid clip in virtually of all of the major aquifers in
the world's arid and semiarid regions," says Jay Famiglietti, a hydrologist at the
University of California Center for Hydrologic Modeling in Irvine, whose team presented
the new trends December 6 at a meeting of the American Geophysical Union…
http://www.sciencenews.org/view/generic/id/337097/title/Groundwater_dropping_globall
y

Congress OKs $300 Million for Great Lakes Cleanup
Source: The Herald-News a Chicago Sun-Times Pub. By John Flesher The Associated
Press Dec.20, 2011 8:40pm
TRAVERSE CITY, Mich. — Congress has approved $300 million to keep a multiyear
program going that is aimed at fixing some of the Great Lakes’ biggest environmental
problems, from invasive species to river bottoms laced with toxic chemicals.
Funding for the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative was contained in a larger spending
bill that cleared the House and Senate last week and awaits President Barack Obama’s
signature.
The measure also will set aside roughly $533 million for loans at little or no interest for
states in the region to upgrade leaky sewer systems…
http://heraldnews.suntimes.com/9565892-417/congress-oks-300-million-for-great-lakescleanup.html

Lakes Near Cities Bearing Brunt of Mercury Emissions -USGS Report on Lakes and Mercury
Source: Jeremy P. Jacobs, E&E reporter. Published: Tuesday, December 20, 2011
Mercury loads in lakes near U.S. cities are four times greater than in rural waterways,
the U.S. Geological Survey said in a study released today.
USGS said the study is the first to examine the difference in mercury levels between
lakes close to urban centers -- where emissions from coal-fired power plants would be
expected to be higher -- and those in rural areas. The study was published in the journal
Environmental Pollution.
Researchers examined atmospheric deposition of mercury -- the transfer of the toxin
from air to water or earth -- by comparing lake sediment within 30 miles of cities to
sediment from lakes more than 90 miles away from urban areas.

"With all of the environmental issues requiring attention, this study is an excellent
example of how science can help target our attention and actions to geographic areas
where mercury's toxic impacts are likely to be the greatest in the near term on both
ecosystems and humans," USGS Director Marcia McNutt said in a statement.
The study comes as U.S. EPA is expected to release the nation's first standards for
mercury and other air toxic emissions from power plants this week (see related story).
The agency has reportedly signed the final regulations but at press time had yet to
make them public.
Coal-fired power plants and industries are among the primary sources of mercury
emissions in the country. Once the mercury leaves the plants, it can end up in lakes
through wind patterns or falling in precipitation. Mercury can also contaminate lakes
through runoff.
Atmospheric deposition is the predominant way mercury emissions reaches
ecosystems, where it can accumulate in fish, other wildlife and humans.
"This finding could have important implications for management of mercury emissions to
reduce the risks mercury poses to humans and wildlife," USGS scientist Peter Van
Metre, the author of the study, said in a statement. "The results illustrate the importance
of reducing mercury emissions in the U.S. and not focusing only on emissions globally."
Researchers found, for example, that mercury deposition to South Reservoir, a lake 6
miles north of Boston, was five times higher than what was found in Crocker Pond,
which is 130 miles north in western Maine. USGS said such a pattern repeated itself
elsewhere.
The research comes after a comprehensive study in October on mercury in the Great
Lakes, which are close to several cities with large coal-fired power plants. Researchers
for that study found that mercury contamination in the Great Lakes region is on the
decline but that on average mercury concentrations in game fish exceed levels that
pose a risk to human health (Greenwire, Oct. 11).
Margherita Pryor (OEP 06-1); U.S. EPA, New England; 5 Post Office Square, #100
Boston MA 02109-3912; 617-918-1597 pryor.margherita@epa.gov

Website of the Month – http://www.darbynelson.com/
NALMS member Darby Nelson has established a website, www.darbynelson.com , to
help reach out to people who love lakes. His goal is to “draw in both lake association
folks as well as those with no organizational affiliation.” He says, “The great benefit of
NALMS membership is that it provides a forum where we can share ideas, insights and
approaches and collectively improve our lakes’ futures.”

Update Contact information:
Please let the NALMS Office (garenz@nalms.org) know if you have or are planning to
change your contact information, so we can make sure you do not miss any of the
NALMS monthly news letters, updates, or general NALMS announcements. NALMS
appreciates this.

Open Invitation to Add to the Next E-newsletter
If you are having a conference, have a lake-related question, need advice, looking for
similar lake problems/solutions, have an interesting story to share, or just want to be
heard throughout NALMS, please send your material to Steve Lundt at
slundt@mwrd.dst.co.us. All e-newsletter material is due to Steve Lundt by the first
Friday of each month to be considered for inclusion in that month’s e-newsletter. The
newsletter goes out electronically monthly.

